Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 HALIFA 00402 181459Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 
PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 /040 W 

083620 182101Z/73 

R 181245Z AUG 77 
FM AMCONSUL HALIFAX 
RUEHCSECSTATE WASHDC 1781 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

UNCLAS HALIFAX 0402 

E O 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CA 

SUBJECT: COATES TO SEEK PC PARTY PRESIDENCY 

1 . MP ROBERT COATES (CUMBERLAND-COLCHESTER NORTH.N.S.) 

HAS ANNOUNCED HIS INTENTION TO RUN FOR THE NATIONAL 
PRESIDENCY OF THE PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE PARTY AT 
THE PARTY GENERAL MEETING IN QUEBEC CITY THIS NOVEMBER. 

COASTES, A 49-YEAR OLD BARRISTER FROM AMHERST, NOVA SCOTIA 
IS SERVING HIS SEVENTH TERM IN PARLIAMENT. HE WAS 
ELECTED TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS FROM CUMBERLAND-COLCHESTER 
NORTH IN 1957. 

2. COATES HAS SUPPORT OF THE LEADERS OF THE WOMEN S 
AND YOUTH SECTIONS OF THE PARTY AND OF QUEBEC S CLAUDE 
WAGNER. 

3. SENATOR ALASDAIR GRAHAM OF ANTIGONISH HAS BEEN 
PRESIDENT OF THE LIBERAL PARTY SINCE NOV 1975. SHOULD 
COATES WIN THE PC PRESIDENCY, BOTH MAJOR PARTIES WOULD 
HAVE NOVA SCOTIANS AS PRESIDENTS. 
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